
   

  

 

 

Positive Ethos, Obvious Pupil-centred Learning Environment www.invergordonacademy.com  

 

 

Senior Course Information 

2016-17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invergordon Academy 



Invergordon Academy is all about: 

Positive Ethos, Obvious Pupil-centred Learning Environment 

 

 

Contents 

S4 COURSES                                                                                    3 

COURSES FOR S5 & S6                                                                        10 

ADMINISTRATION & IT                                                                        15 

ART & DESIGN                                                                                    18 

BIOLOGY                                                                                             22 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT                                                                 26 

CHEMISTRY                                                                                        28 

COMPUTING SCIENCE                                                                       32 

ENGLISH                                                                                              36 

FRENCH                                                                                              43 

GEOGRAPHY                                                                                  46 

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION                                                          50 

HISTORY                                                                                           53 

HEALTH & FOOD TECHNOLOGY  56 

HOSPITALITY PRACTICAL CAKE CRAFT                                     60               

HOSPITALITY PRACTICAL COOKERY                                          61 

MATHEMATICS 64 

MEDIA   68                                                                             

MODERN STUDIES                                                                           70 

MUSIC                                                                                                71 

PHILOSOPHY 75 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION                                                                   77 

PHYSICS                                                                                            81 

PRACTICAL METALWORK                                                               84 

PRACTICAL WOODWORK                                                               85 

PSYCHOLOGY                                                                                   86 

RELIGIOUS, MORAL & PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES 87 

RURAL SKILLS                                                                                   89 

SCIENCE                                                                                            90 

TRAVEL & TOURISM                                                                         92 

CONSTRUCTION CRAFTS 93 

SURVIVAL COOKERY SKILLS 94 

PE PERFORMANCE 95 

VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS ï COLLEGE COURSES 96 



Invergordon Academy is all about: 

Positive Ethos, Obvious Pupil-centred Learning Environment 

 

 

S4 COURSES 2016 ï 2017 
 
Why are qualifications changing? 
 
Curriculum for Excellence is the Scottish Governmentôs plan to introduce a new way of 
learning into schools and colleges. 
 
Curriculum for Excellence is designed to equip young people with the skills and knowledge 
they need to succeed in the 21st century. 
 
The skills young people learn today will help them to succeed in life outside the classroom.  
The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) has designed new qualifications which will help 
young people demonstrate the knowledge and skills they have learned at school or 
college.  The new National Qualifications will be available in schools and colleges from 
August 2013 onwards. 
 
SQA is working with parents, teachers, colleges, universities and employers to make sure 
national standards are maintained and the new qualifications are of the same high 
standard as those we currently have. 
 
The new qualifications will help young people to reach their full potential as they progress 
from their broad general education through to senior phase, college, university, other 
learning and employment. 
 
Moving on from S3 
 
In S1 ï S3 learners have followed a broad general education which has included a large 
number of subjects.  At the end of S3 each learner will receive a Report and a Pupil Profile.   
 
 
What is a portfolio? 
 
It is a body of examples of significant milestones in learning that the young person has 
kept in paper, artefact or electronic form as evidence of progress through the BGE levels. 
 
 
What is profiling? 
 
Profiling is the process by which learners reflect on their learning for themselves and in 
dialogue with others, e.g. subject teachers, Guidance/Support, tutors, etc. 
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What is a profile? 
 
A profile is a snapshot of a child or young personôs best achievements at a given point in 
time. It is a positive record of achievement to date. In almost all cases the profile is written 
by the young person in partnership with the school.  
 
 
What is the difference between a report and a profile? 
 
A profile emphasises strengths and does not identify detailed points for development. In 
almost all cases, a report is written by a teacher. 
 
Who is it for? 
 
Profiles are primarily aimed at learners and their parents/carers. They will also be valuable 
for staff at transition points. In the future they may be valuable to employers and FE/HE. 
 
 
What is the purpose of the profile? 
 
The purpose of the profile is to promote selfïreflection and learner engagement in their 
own learning journey. 
The profile does this by: 

¶ getting learners to build a reflective summary statement of achievement 

¶ recognising their progress in learning and achievement 

¶ challenging, motivating and supporting all children and young people to achieve their 
best 

¶ building learnersô skills and capabilities to reflect on their learning 

¶ supporting and informing transitions, marking the end of the broad general 
education.  

¶ preparing learners for developing their CVs, UCAS statements, job applications and 
interview skills etc.- all of which help to ensure that our young people go on to 
positive and sustained destinations. 
 

 
When will the profile be produced? 
 
Profiles are required in Scotland at the key points of transition in learning of P7 and S3. 
However, there is a very strong case for every pupil maintaining a profile throughout their 
school life.  Schools may consider building upon the P7 profile in S1 and S2.  Schools will 
begin to look towards extending Profiling to the senior phase as this will be a continuous 
process for all learners from 3 to 18.  
 
The profile helps to summarise the on-going profiling process involving learner reflection 
and dialogue with teaching staff/key adults. Much of the dialogue between staff and 
learners will be informal and take place as part of learning and teaching. From time to time 
staff will wish to hold discussions to take stock and reflect on overall progress. The profile 
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will be supported by portfolios of evidence (electronic or otherwise) gathered by the learner 
with help from teachers. 
 
 
Senior Phase 
 
As they progress beyond S3 learners enter the senior phase of their school education.  
The senior phase will last for one, two or three years, depending on progress, aspirations 
and career plans.   
 
S4 Curriculum 
 
In S4, in addition to Physical Education and Personal and Social Education, learners will 
study 5 or 6 subjects ï English, Mathematics and 3 or 4 others. Learners studying at 
National 5 level across all their choices will sit English, Maths and 3 other subjects. In 
addition to subjects studied in school, pupils may wish to consider a vocational course 
delivered by one of our local colleges.  Learners have already started thinking about their 
S4 plans in Skills Time lessons and in the weeks ahead they will have considerable further 
input and discussions both at home and in school.  There will also be an S4 Options 
Evening in the new term.  Pupils have been encouraged to discuss their plans at home and 
with their subject teachers and support managers, so that the most appropriate decisions 
can be arrived at. 
 
 
Applying for Courses 
 
This Course Booklet should be read carefully in its entirety so that pupils have a good 
understanding of what studying a particular course will involve.  This allied with sensible 
planning and detailed discussion with their parents and their teachers will form the basis of 
each learnerôs decision making for the year ahead and beyond.  As always we will try to 
deliver the individual options requested, but it must be remembered that class sizes are 
finite and the range of courses offered will be determined by staff availability.  With that in 
mind we ask pupils to select second choices as well as first.  Individual learner track record 
and current progress in departments will be considered carefully in the application process.  
The length of time a learner intends to remain at school will also guide choice.  A learner 
who plans to stay on after S4 will be working towards a two or three year plan which will 
give greater scope for the breadth of subjects they will study. 
 
 
The New Qualifications 
 
All S3 Learners received an SQA Booklet which they have been asked to discuss at home.  
The Booklet is entitled:  
 
What you need to know: óA guide to the new qualifications for learners.ô   
If any parent or carer has not yet seen this booklet, please contact us at the school. 
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When will the new qualifications start? 
 
National 1, National 2, National 3, National 4 and National 5 will be available from August 
2013.   
The new Higher was introduced in August 2014 and the new Advanced Higher in 2015. 
 
 
How will the new qualifications work? 
 
Schools and colleges will mark and assess the new National 1, National 2, National 3, and 
National 4.  Learners therefore need to be working hard throughout their courses in order 
to achieve success as assessment will be ongoing throughout the session. 
 
As well as the work that is marked by teachers and lecturers, National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher will involve an additional assessment ï usually a question paper and/or 
coursework which will be marked at SQA.  Again learners will need to be working hard 
throughout their courses in order to achieve success as assessment will be ongoing 
throughout the session and in addition they will sit an externally marked exam. 
 
Assessment will be appropriate to the subject and the level the learner is sitting.  So, if a 
learner is doing an assignment for National 4 in a particular subject, it will be marked 
differently from a Higher assignment in the same subject. 
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Which qualifications have changed? 
 
This table shows the new qualifications and how they compare to the qualifications 
your friends and family may have studied for: 
 
SCQF   Current Qualifications   New Qualifications 
Level  
 
1 and 2 Access 1 and Access 2    National 1 and National 2 
 
3 Access 3  
  Standard Grade ï Foundation level  National 3 
 
4 Standard Grade ï General level  National 4 
   Intermediate 1 
 
5  Standard Grade ï Credit level   National 5 
    Intermediate 2 
 
6  Higher      Higher ï new 
 
7  Advanced Higher     Advanced Higher ï new 
 
 
Qualifications available to learners in S3 
 
2015/16   Broad general education.  Learner will choose subjects for S4 
 
2016/17 Senior phase in S4.  National 1 to National 5 available 
 
2017/18 Senior phase in S5.  National 1 to National 5 and Higher available 
 
2018/19 Senior phase in S6.  National 1 to National 5, Higher and advanced Higher  

available  
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PUPIL SUPPORT 

 
Each pupil in Invergordon Academy is linked to a member of the Support Management 
Team.  The Support Managers are: 
 
Mr Houston  
Mr Abenheimer 
 
S2 pupils have been following a preparation programme to help them make appropriate 
course choices.  They are also engaged with their Support Managers in discussion about the 
courses for which they would like to apply and the career areas in which they are currently 
interested.   
 
Most pupils will follow a programme made up as outlined above. 
 
Some pupils are best supported by following a reduced number of courses or indeed a 
largely alternative programme. 
 
These pupils will be engaged in a range of activities such as Tutorial. 
 

 
Tutorial 
 
Pupils will be nominated for the Tutorial Group.   
 
At Tutorial time, pupils will be involved in a range of activities which are designed to address 
general and specific needs.  General areas might include going over class work, revision, 
and support with homework.  Specific areas of literacy and numeracy might include 
arithmetic, language work, reading and spelling. 
 

 
Work Experience 
 
All pupils are encouraged to take up the opportunity to participate in the schoolôs Work 
Experience scheme during their time at school and successful completion of a placement 
leads to SQA certification. 
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Skills for Work 
 
Pupils in Invergordon Academy have successfully participated in Vocational Courses for a 
number of years.  Vocational courses give pupils the opportunity to have practical experience 
of the skills involved in training for particular career areas such as hairdressing or automotive 
engineering.  The courses involve pupils spending some time each week in a College 
environment such as North Highland College, Alness or Inverness College.    
 
Pupils who undertake Vocational courses must make a real commitment to catch up with the 
work of any lessons they have missed in other subjects while attending college.  Pupils who 
donôt keep up with their work are likely to be withdrawn from their College course. 
 

 
Alternative Assessment Arrangements 
 
Pupils with additional support needs may be entitled to alternative arrangements for 
assessments, tests and examinations.  This ensures that there are no discriminatory barriers 
placed on the assessment of their attainment and achievement. 
 
Some examples of alternative arrangements are: 
 
Breaks  
Digital Exams 
Extra time 
Prompting 
Reader 
Scribe 
Separate room   
Transcription with or without correction 
Use of ICT  
 
The Support Team arrange for alternative assessment arrangements through discussion with 
pupils, parents, subject teachers and partner agencies such as the Psychological Service.  
The Scottish Qualifications Authority monitors the schoolôs assessment procedures in order 
to ensure fairness for all. 
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C O U R S E S   FOR   S 5   A N D   S 6 
 
 
The following arrangements, which are designed to help students adjust to the conditions 
they will meet in higher education, training or employment, must be understood before 
applying for courses in S5 and S6.   
 
Once a student has reached the school leaving date determined by date of birth (31 May if 
date of birth lies between 1 March and 30 September or Christmas holidays for date of 
birth between 1 October and 28/29 February) the student is regarded in law as being an 
adult and the school is required to deal directly with the student but will keep parents 
informed.  Students entering S5/6 will normally have passed their leaving date before the 
start of, or during, the school session and will therefore be treated as adults throughout.  
 
All students wishing to apply for entry to S5/6 must complete an application form.  This 
form requires the completion of a satisfactory Curriculum Plan and the student's 
agreement to accept the conditions of entry as a full time student.  Assistance on the 
completion of the application form will be given by the Support staff.  
 
Curriculum Plan 
 
Each student will negotiate an individual Curriculum Plan.  Students will participate in 
either four or five certificate courses chosen from the range of courses on offer. S5 pupils 
must choose 5.  In S6 pupils may choose 4 or 5 courses.  In the 5th column pupils must 
choose from a range of activities which might include: 
 

¶ Helping in departments    

¶ Paired Reading Scheme     

¶ Paired Sums       

¶ Paired Computing 

¶ Work Experience 

¶ Open Learning 

¶ Community Links      

¶ or other appropriate activity agreed 

¶ Newsletter Group 

¶ Social Enterprise Group 

¶ Community Sports Leaders 

¶ College courses 

¶ Skills of work       
 
All students will attend the daily registration period at 8.45am 
 
Advanced Higher courses are delivered over 6 periods.  Two of these will be teaching 
periods. 
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Courses 
 
1.  National 4 or 5 may be continued or new subjects taken. 
 
2.   Higher Grade Courses: the normal entry level is a pass at National 5. 
 
3.  Advanced Higher: Higher Grade passes usually at band A or B are required for 
 entry. 
  
4. Open Learning: various courses may be studied on an Open Learning basis.  Students 
interested in these courses should obtain further information from  SMT. Normally only 
one Open Learning Course is recommended as they  require students to work on an 
individual basis for most of the time.   The  choice of courses available depends on 
resources and availability of external  tutors and may vary from year to year. 
 
 
 
Pupil Support 
 
The pattern for guidance continues the philosophy of earlier years.  Individual attention is 
given to the needs of each student focussing on 
 
* Career Choice 
* Curricular Advice 
* Personal Needs 
 
Curriculum Plan 
 
Students will be given advice on the preparation of a curriculum plan between January and 
Easter of each year.  A provisional curriculum plan should be submitted before the Easter 
holidays.  This plan will decide the timetable to be followed when the student returns to 
school after SQA examinations in June and the new courses start. Work experience 
arrangements will normally be finalised in June to start in August.   
 
Changes to Curriculum Plan 
 
Some students may wish to change curriculum plans in August after examination results 
are known.  Changes must be negotiated through the Support Manager who will issue the 
student with a Change of Course form which must be completed before any change will be 
agreed.  
 
All curriculum plans must be finalised with the approval of a Support Manager 
before the end of August.  Failure to do so will result in refusal to accept the 
student.  
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Personal Development Activity 
 
This will be a compulsory component in the new national arrangements for post-16 
students.  It should involve the student working as part of a team, co-operating with others, 
communicating effectively, taking on responsibilities and making decisions.   Some 
activities within the school provide such opportunities: social committee, paired reading 
scheme, paired sums, paired computing, assisting staff to run sporting events.  Other 
activities such as work experience and Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme also offer such 
opportunities. 
 
Work Experience 
 
Work experience for S5/6 students may be arranged with local nearby placements on a 
regular weekly basis for all or part of the year or may also be arranged in a one week block 
depending on circumstances.   Work experience plans should be negotiated primarily on 
the basis of advice from the Support Manager.   The student will be asked to complete an 
application form and then be directed to a teacher who will assist the student to make the 
necessary detailed arrangements.   It is important that correct procedures are followed.  
Students should not approach any company until arrangements have been agreed with the 
teacher responsible.   All placements have to be approved by Highland Council before 
they can go ahead. 
 
Private Study 
 
Time may be used for private study when a student is not timetabled for classes.   
Arrangements for private study in departments may be negotiated.  The Library may be 
used for study at certain times with the permission of the librarian.  The Library is also used 
by class groups and may not always be available.   Support staff will advise students on 
how much time should be allocated to private study and what is acceptable as appropriate 
use of study time.  As a guide, private study during the school day should be kept to a 
minimum.  Evidence shows that students who have the busiest programmes are generally 
the most successful. 
 
Social Areas 
 
S5 and S6 will share the front of the Hall as a common room.   
 
Presentation for Certification 
 
The school has to pay a fee for every student presented for certification.   Presentation will 
be dependent on satisfactory attendance and progress reports from course teachers.  
 
Students must remember that continuous assessment of essays, project or investigative 
work, speaking tests, folios of work done, class tests and preliminary examinations are an 
increasingly important part of assessment for certification.  The final examination is only 
one part of the overall assessment of each student.  It is essential that all deadlines are 
met for the submission of work for assessment. It should also be remembered that work 
done throughout the year can be used as evidence to appeal against the final grade 
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awarded if the evidence gathered throughout the year suggests that the student should 
have earned a better grade than that awarded by the SQA. 
 
Holidays 
 
Students, like teachers and other school staff, are expected to take their holidays during 
the official school holiday periods.  
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance will be recorded in each class in which the student is enrolled. It is expected 
that S5/6 students will maintain a level of attendance in excess of 95%.  Even a 90% level 
over the year means an average of one day off every two weeks and this could prevent 
students from maintaining satisfactory progress.  Exceptions will, of course, be made in 
cases of genuine illness or injury.  In such cases it is advisable that the student informs the 
school immediately.   
 
Students will be required to provide notes to cover all absences.  Students arriving in 
school after registration should report to the school office to register and complete an 
absence form giving the reason for absence until that time of day.  

Education Maintenance Allowance 

 
Education Maintenance Allowance is awarded subject to satisfactory attendance and 
progress reports.   An unsatisfactory attendance report could lead to the withdrawal of the 
EMA.  
 
Part time Jobs 
 
Part-time jobs involving long hours will have an adverse effect on your studies. Give 
yourself the best possible chance of success in S5/S6 by carefully managing your time so 
that you strike a reasonable balance between your studies and all the other demands on 
your time. 
 
Disciplinary Procedures 
 
A responsible, adult attitude is expected of students.   Any student who misses a class 
without good reason will face disciplinary action.      Any form of behaviour which  
adversely affects the work of other students or teachers,  or which is liable to be damaging 
to property or personal safety, any unjustifiable absence, persistent lateness, or failure to 
meet deadlines for the submission of work, could lead to disciplinary action being taken.  
 
Disciplinary procedures for post-16 students will be in line with those to be found in any 
place of further education or employment.  Failure to respond to initial correction will lead 
to formal procedures. Students should study the course notes which follow, discuss 
choices with their Support Manager and complete the Option Sheet and Curriculum Plan.   
Courses will only run if there is sufficient demand and staffing and resources are available. 
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INVERGORDON ACADEMY 
 

S5/6 SCHOOL CURRICULUM PLAN 
 
 
NAME________________________________________CLASS__________  
     
SUPPORT MANAGER _________________________ 
 
List the courses you are following this year e.g.    Subject  Level 

Maths   Higher 
 

If you are doing work experience, paired reading/sums, helping in departments, study etc. 
you should indicate this at 1 and detail your involvement at 2. 
 
 
1)  Subject     Level 
 
Col 1 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Col 2 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Col 3 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Col 4 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Col 5 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
2) Detail here the activities listed at 1, other than the courses you are 
 following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete the Timetable on the reverse of this sheet, indicating your location for each 
period.  Remember, no alteration should be made to your plan without consultation with 
your Subject Teacher and Support Manager.  Your Office Timetable must be correct at all 
times. 
 
I confirm that I have read and understood the conditions for acceptance into the 
Senior School, including exam presentation policy and the school's disciplinary 
procedures, as outlined in the S4/5/6 Course Booklet. 
 
STUDENT SIGNATURE______________________      DATE__________ 
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ADMINISTRATION  AND  IT - NATIONAL 4 & 5   
 
What does the course involve?        
 
The main purpose of the course is to develop Administrative skills and IT skills to enable 
learners to: 
 

¶ develop an understanding of administration in a workplace and the main laws that affect 

organisations and their employees 

¶ understand the importance of good customer care  

¶ develop excellent IT skills and use them to carry out administrative tasks 

¶ develop their organisational skills to plan and organise events 

 
 

Assessment 
 
There are 3 Units in both the National 4 and 5 Administration and 
IT courses: 
 
Administrative Practices 
In this Unit you will learn: 
 

¶ the duties, skills and qualities of an administrative assistant 

¶ the features of good customer care and the benefits of this for an organisation 

¶ health and safety duties, security of people, property and information 

¶ how to plan, organise and prepare for a small-scale event within a budget 

 
IT Solutions for Administrators 
In this Unit you will learn how to use: 
 

¶ word processing  

¶ spreadsheets  

¶ databases  

 

Communication in Administration 
In this Unit you will learn how to: 
 

¶ make use of technology to gather information e.g. intranet and internet 

¶ use a range of technology such as desktop publishing, multi-media and email 

¶ select suitable methods of communication to suit different purposes and 

people/organisations 
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Assessment 
 
The 3 Units mentioned above for the National 4 course will be assessed in school by the 
class teacher.  In addition, there will be one further Unit which takes the form of an IT 
based assignment which will also be assessed in school.  There will be no external 
assessment.  The pupils will achieve an overall pass or fail for the course. 
 
The 3 Units mentioned above for the National 5 course will be assessed in school by the 
class teacher.  In addition pupils will sit a final exam which takes the form of an IT-based 
assignment; this will be marked by the SQA.  The pupils will achieve an overall grade for 
the course, e.g. A, B, C, etc. 
 
 
Progression 
 
Pupils who achieve success at National 4 may progress to National 5. 
Pupils who achieve success at National 5 may progress to Higher. 
 
 
Contact 
 
Miss Mackay in the Business Education Department. 
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ADMINISTRATION AND IT - HIGHER 
 

Why Higher Administration? 
Administration is a growing sector which cuts across the entire economy and offers wide-
ranging employment opportunities. Moreover, administrative and IT skills have extensive 
application not only in employment but also in other walks of life. 
 
The key purpose of this course is to develop learnersô advanced administrative and IT 
skills and, ultimately, to enable them to contribute to the effective functioning of 
organisations in supervisory administrative positions. 
 
The course aims to enable learners to: 
 

¶ develop knowledge and understanding of administration in the workplace and its 
importance 

¶ develop a range of advanced IT skills for processing and management of information 

¶ develop a range of skills to communicate complex information effectively, making 
appropriate use of IT 

¶ acquire skills in managing the organisation of events 
 
Course Outline 
The course consists of 3 units: 
 

¶ Administrative Theory and Practice 

¶ Information Solutions for Administrators 

¶ Communication in Administration 
 
Assessment 
The units of the course are assessed within school and in addition pupils sit an end of 
course exam which is assessed by the SQA. The exam consists of a written question 
paper and an IT-based assignment. 
 
Progression 
Successful completion of the course could lead on to: 
 

¶ Advanced Higher Administration and IT 

¶ Higher National programmes in Administration 

¶ Higher Education programmes in Administration 

¶ Training or employment e.g. Administrator 
 
Careers 
Administration is useful for many careers including Administration and Management, 
Hospitality, Travel and Tourism, Computing and ICT etc. 
 
Contact 
If you would like further information please discuss with Miss Mackay. 
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ART AND DESIGN - NATIONAL 4 & 5 
 

Why choose Art and Design? 

Art and Design is very much part of your daily life whether you realise it or not. Every man-

made object that you see and every product that you buy ï  from CDs, clothes, shoes, 

jewellery and accessories to buildings, computer games and furniture ï  have all started 

out as the ideas of a designer. We are also surrounded by examples of painting and 

sculpture in our own homes or within the community. 

Art and Design will always be a part of your everyday life and entertainment and this 

course will help you to develop your own creative and design skills. It will also encourage 

you to build the skills to be able to appreciate good design and artistic expression. 

What does the course involve? 

You will create a folio of work which consists of the following: 

Expressive Activity 

1. Research and Development of a chosen theme, through the mediums of drawing, 

painting, printmaking or sculpture. 

2. The study of appropriate artists and movements within Art, so that you can further 

enhance and develop ideas. 

3. The production of a finished piece of artwork. 

4. An evaluation of the work you have created. 

 

Design Activity 

1. Research and Development of an idea, based on the requirements of a set design 

brief. 

2. The study of appropriate designers and design movements. 

3. The production of a finished design. 

4. An evaluation of the work you have created. 

 

Within the National 5 course you will also be 

required to sit a written question paper, based on 

the work of artists and designers appropriate to the 

folio of practical work you have undertaken during 

the course.  

This is sat under exam conditions. 
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How is your work assessed? 

National 4 is internally assessed as Pass or Fail. 

National 5 is externally assessed by sending your folio and your completed exam question 

paper to the SQA for assessment.  

The grades awarded will be A-D. 

 

Recommended entry - Level 4 (Experiences and Outcomes) or at the discretion of the 

Teachers in the Department. 
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ART AND DESIGN - HIGHER 
 
Why Higher Art and Design? 

 
The course is designed to give you the opportunity to express yourself and work creatively 
with a variety of materials in a satisfying and enjoyable way. It provides you with an insight 
into the world of the visual arts and design and helps you to develop many skills such as 
research, problem solving, evaluation and communication. You are able to explore areas 
of personal interest and develop skills within a range of cultural, social and historical 
contexts. 
 
Course Outline 

 
The course consists of 3 units: 
 

¶ Expressive Unit 

¶ Design Unit 
¶ Art and Design Studies 

 
Assessment 

 
(All units are assessed internally by the teacher) 
External assessment by the SQA is in three parts 
Course review ï Expressive Unit 
Course review ï Design Unit  
Question Paper ï Art and Design Studies 
 

Progression 

 
For students in S5 there may be progression to Advanced Higher Art and Design. 
Higher Art and Design is a well-recognised qualification for many areas of further 
education (HNC/HND/Degree), Training (VQ), and many areas of employment. 
 

Careers  

 
All aspects of Art and Design, for example, Teaching, Community Art, Graphic Design, 
Fashion Design, Architecture, Interior Design, Textile Design, Product Design, Theatre 
Design, etc. 
Communications and Media 
Manufacturing Industries 
 

Contact 
 
For further information please discuss with Mrs Munro-Main or Ms Fegan. 
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ART AND DESIGN ï ADVANCED HIGHER 
 
Why Advanced Higher Art and Design? 
 

In a future of rapid change, the ability to think creatively ï showing independence and 
lateral thinking, self-reliance and motivation ï will be highly valued. The Advanced Higher 
Art and Design course strongly supports candidates in developing these qualities and the 
transferable skills needed to meet the challenges of the 21st century. Candidates will 
undertake appropriate, high-level and intensive study in the subject through coherent 
development within a chosen area. Studies will be characterised by substantial evidence of 
independent learning which will allow candidates to take responsibility for determining the 
content and overall direction of their work. 
 

This course is suitable for candidates progressing from Higher Art and Design and who 
have achieved strong grades in this course. 
 

Course Outline 
 

The course consists of one mandatory unit, which can be either Design Enquiry or 
Expressive Activity and a choice of one other unit (usually a written unit of study). 
 

Assessment 
 
The course is assessed externally by the SQA. 
 

Progression 
 

This course may provide progression to:  
 

¶ Further Education programmes 

¶ Higher Education programmes 

¶ Training or employment 
 

Careers 
 

See Higher Art and Design 
 

Contact 
 

Mrs Munro-Main or Ms Fegan. 
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BIOLOGY - NATIONAL 4 & 5  
 

 

Why study Biology?  

 

The purpose of the course is to develop learnersô interest and enthusiasm for biology in a 

range of contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed 

throughout the course by investigating the applications of biology. The course covers major 

areas of biology ranging from cellular to whole organism and up to ecosystems. 

 

What does the course involve?  

The course aims to: 

¶ develop and apply knowledge and understanding of biology 

¶ develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills 

¶ develop analytical thinking skills in a biology context 

¶ develop problem solving skills in a biology context 

¶ develop an understanding of biologyôs role in scientific issues and relevant 

applications of biology in society and the environment 

 

The course has three mandatory Units: 

Cell Biology 
 
This unit covers the following key areas: cell division; DNA genes and chromosomes; 
properties of enzymes; properties of micro-organisms and photosynthesis. Learners will 
research issues and communicate information related to their findings, which will develop 
skills of scientific literacy. 
 
Multicellular Organisms 
 
This unit covers the following key areas: sexual and asexual reproduction; propagating and 
growing plants; commercial uses of plants; genetic information; growth and development of 
different organisms; and biological actions in response to internal and external changes to 
maintain stable body conditions. Learners will research issues and communicate 
information related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy. 
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Life on Earth 
 
This unit covers the following key areas: plant and animal interdependence; impact of 
population growth and natural hazards on biodiversity; nitrogen cycle; fertiliser design and 
environmental impact of fertilisers; and adaptations for survival and learned behaviour in 
response to stimuli linked to species survival. Learners will research issues and 
communicate information related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific 
literacy. 
 

Added Value Unit  

Learners will draw upon and extend the skills they have learned from across the other units 

and will demonstrate a breadth of knowledge and skills in unfamiliar contexts and/or 

integrated ways.  

 

How is your work assessed?  

At National 4, the course is assessed through internal assessment by the teacher only.  

At National 5, the course is assessed through a combination of internal assessment by the 

teacher and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.  

Progression  

By successfully completing a course in Biology at National 4 a learner may progress to the 

following course:  

¶ National 5 Biology 

 

By successfully completing a course in Biology at National 5 a learner may progress to the 

following courses:  

¶ Higher Human Biology  

¶ National 5 Physics or Chemistry 

 

Further information on this course con be found on the SQA web-site at   

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47422.html 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47422.html
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BIOLOGY - HIGHER 
 
Why Higher Human Biology?                                                                 

The Higher Human Biology course provides a broad based integrated study of a range of 
biological topics which develop concepts of human biology. The purpose of the course is to 
develop learnersô interest and enthusiasm for human biology in a range of contexts. The 
course provides the opportunity for learners to acquire a deeper understanding of cellular 
processes, physiological mechanisms, communication between organisms, and the 
biology of populations as they apply to the human species. 
 
Recommended entry 
 
National 5 Biology, preferably at Grade A or B.  
 
Course Outline 
 
The following Units are studied: 

Å Human Cells  
Å Physiology and Health  
Å Neurobiology and Communication 
Å Immunology and Public Health 

 
Assessment 
 
To gain the course award, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the course 
assessment. Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course 
award. The course assessment will consist of two components: a question paper and an 
assignment. The question paper will have two sections, the assignment will have one 
section. 

 
Progression 
 
The course or its units may provide progression to: 

Å Advanced Higher Biology 
Å Other qualifications in Biology or related areas. 
Å Further study, employment and/or training. 

 
Careers 
 
Medicine, Physiology, Dentistry, Genetics, Health, Nursing, Radiography and Research. 

 
Contact  - Mrs K Coulshed or Mr C Phillips. 



Invergordon Academy is all about: 

Positive Ethos, Obvious Pupil-centred Learning Environment 

 

 

BIOLOGY ï ADVANCED HIGHER 
 
 
 
Why Advanced Higher Biology?  

The Advanced Higher Biology Course is based on integrative ideas and unifying principles 
of modern biological science. The Course covers key aspects of life science at the 
molecular scale and extends to aspects of the biology of whole organisms that are among 
the major driving forces of evolution. Learners develop a sound theoretical understanding 
and practical experience of experimental investigative work in biological science. 

Recommended entry:  Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology - A or B Grade. 

Course Outline 
 
The following Units are studied: 
 

¶ Cells and Proteins 

¶ Organisms and Evolution 

¶ Biology Investigation 

Assessment 
 
To gain a course award the learner must pass all of the units as well as the course 
assessment. Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course 
award.  
 
The course assessment will consist of two components: a question paper and a project. 
 
Component 1 ð question paper 100 marks  
Component 2 ð project 30 marks    Total 130 marks  
 
Progression 
 
On successful completion of this course, the learner could progress to:  
 

¶ a biology-based HND/degree programme or one from a wide range of related 
 areas, such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, professions allied to 
 medicine, horticulture, pharmacology, environmental science and health. 
 

¶ careers in a biology-based or related area including the health sector,  agricultural 
science, education, environmental services 
 
Contact Mrs K Coulshed or Mr C Phillips. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT - Higher 
 
Why Higher Business Management? 
 
Business plays an important role in society. We all rely on businesses to create wealth, 
prosperity, jobs and choices. Therefore, it is essential for society to have effective 
businesses and business managers if they are to sustain this role.  
  
The purpose of the course is to highlight the ways in which large organisations operate and 
the steps they take to achieve their strategic goals. This purpose will be achieved by 
combining theoretical and practical aspects of learning through the use of real-life business 
contexts. The skills, knowledge and understanding will be embedded in current business 
theory and practice and reflect the integrated nature of large organisations, their functions 
and their decision-making processes.  
  
A main feature of this course is the development of enterprising and employability skills. 
Learners will be able to understand and make use of business information to interpret and 
report on overall business performance in a range of contexts. The Course therefore 
includes the study of large organisations in the private, public and third sectors.  
  
The Course explores the important impact businesses have on everyday life, thereby 
giving learners topical experiences. It develops skills for learning, life and work that will be 
of instant use in the workplace. It supports personal financial awareness through 
developing learnersô knowledge of financial management in a business context.  
 
Course Outline 
 
The course consists of 3 units: 
 

¶ Understanding Business 

¶ Management of People and Finance 

¶ Management of Marketing and Operations 

 

Assessment 
 
The units of the course are assessed within school and in addition pupils complete a 
business-related assignment and sit an end of course exam: both are marked by the SQA.  
 
Progression 
 
Successful completion of the course could lead to: 
 

¶ Advanced Higher Business Management 

¶ HNC/D e.g. Business Management 

¶ Degree courses e.g. BA Business Management, BA Commerce 
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¶ A range of employment or training opportunities 

 
Careers 
 
Business Management is useful for a wide range of careers including Accounting, 
Administration, Management, Financial Services, Hospitality, Travel and Tourism, etc. 
 
Contact 
 
If you would like further information please discuss with Miss Mackay. 
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CHEMISTRY - NATIONAL 4 & 5  
 
Why study Chemistry?  
 
The purpose of the course is to develop learnersô curiosity, 
interest and enthusiasm for chemistry in a range of contexts. 
The key skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are 
integrated and developed throughout the course. The relevance 
of chemistry is highlighted by the study of the applications of 
chemistry in everyday contexts. This will enable learners to 
become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-
based claims they will meet.   
 
What does the course involve?  
 
In this course learners will: 
 

¶ develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry  

¶ develop an understanding of chemistryôs role in scientific issues and relevant 

applications of chemistry, including the impact these could make in society and the 

environment  

¶ develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills  

¶ develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context  

¶ develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific 

activities  

¶ develop planning skills  

¶ develop problem solving skills in a chemistry context  

¶ use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas 

and issues and to make scientifically informed choices  

¶ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in chemistry  

¶ develop skills of independent working  

The Course has four mandatory units. The units are:  
 
Chemical Changes and Structure 
In this unit, learners will develop scientific skills and knowledge of the chemical reactions in 
our world. Through practical experience, learners will investigate average rates of reaction 
and the chemistry of neutralisation reactions. Focusing on these reactions, learners will 
work towards the concept of balanced chemical equations. Learners will explore the mole 
concept, formulae and reaction quantities. The connection between bonding and chemical 
properties of materials is investigated.  
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Natureôs Chemistry  
The Earth has a rich supply of natural resources which are used by all of us. In this unit, 
learners will investigate the physical and chemical properties of cycloalkanes, branched 
chain alkanes and alkenes, and straight chain alcohols and carboxylic acids. They will 
explore their chemical reactions and their uses in everyday consumer products. Learners 
will investigate the comparison of energy from different fuels.  
 
Chemistry in Society  
In this unit, learners will develop skills and carry out practical investigations related to the 
chemistry of materials. Learners will focus on the chemistry of metals and their bonding, 
reactions and uses. The connection between bonding in plastics, their physical properties 
and their uses is investigated. Learners will investigate the chemical reactions and 
processes used to manufacture fertilisers. They will research the use and effect of different 
types of nuclear radiation. Learners will investigate chemical analysis techniques used for 
monitoring the environment. 
 
Added Value Unit 

In this unit, learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the 

other Units, and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar 

contexts and/or integrated ways. In the National 5 Chemistry Course, added value will 

focus on breadth, challenge and application. 

How is your work assessed? 
  
At National 4, the course is assessed through internal assessment by the teacher only.  
At National 5, the course is assessed through a combination of internal assessment by the 
teacher and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.  
 
Progression  
 

¶ This Course or its components may provide progression for the learner to: 

¶ National 5 Chemistry Course  

¶ National 4 or 5 Course in another science subject  

¶ Skills for Work Courses (SCQF levels 4 or 5)  

¶ National Certificate Group Awards  

¶ National Progression Awards (SCQF levels 4 or 5)  

¶ Employment and/or training 

 
Further information on this course can be found on the SQA web-site at  
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45720.html  

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45720.html
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CHEMISTRY - HIGHER 
 
Why Higher Chemistry? 

 

The Higher Chemistry course develops learnersô curiosity, 
interest and enthusiasm for chemistry in a range of contexts. 
The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed 
throughout the course and the relevance of chemistry is 
highlighted by the study of the applications of chemistry in 
everyday contexts. 

 
Recommended entry  
 
National 5 Chemistry Course at Grade A or B  
 
Units  
 
The following units are studied: 
 

¶ Chemical Changes and Structure  

¶ Researching Chemistry  

¶ Natureôs Chemistry  

¶ Chemistry in Society  
 
Assessment  
 
To gain the course award, the learner must pass all of the units as well as the course 
assessment. Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course 
award. The course assessment will consist of two components: a question paper and an 
assignment. The question paper will have two sections the assignment will have one 
section. 
 
Progression  
 
This course or its units may provide progression to:  
 

¶ Advanced Higher Chemistry  

¶ other qualifications in Chemistry or related areas  

¶ further study, employment and/or training  
 
Contact - Dr H Ferrier 
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CHEMISTRY ïADVANCED HIGHER 
 

Why Advanced Higher Chemistry? 
 
The purpose of the Advanced Higher Chemistry Course is to 
develop learnersô knowledge and understanding of the 
physical and natural environments beyond Higher level. The 
course builds on Higher Chemistry, continuing to develop the 
underlying theories of chemistry and the practical skills used 
in the chemistry laboratory. The course also develops the 
skills of independent study and thought that are essential in a wide range of occupations. 
 
 
Recommended Entry 
 
Higher Chemistry course award at Grade A or B 
 
 
Units 
 

¶ Inorganic and Physical Chemistry 

¶ Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis 

¶ Researching Chemistry 
 
 
Assessment 
 
To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the units as well as the 
course assessment.  Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in 
the course award. 
 
 
Progression 
 
This course or its units may provide progression to: 
 

¶ an HND/degree in a chemistry-based course or a related area 

¶ a career in a chemistry-based discipline or related area 
 
 
Contact - Dr H Ferrier 
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COMPUTING SCIENCE - NATIONAL 4 & 5 
 
The National 4 and National 5 Computing Science courses aim to develop skills in:  
analysis and problem-solving, design, developing a solution, implementing and testing 
digital solutions, across a range of contemporary contexts. 
 
 
 
 
What does each course involve? 
 
Both National 4 and National 5 have the same three units 
(although National 5 deals with things in more complexity). 
The three units are: 
 
Software Design and Development 
 
Software design and development takes a variety of forms: you can use a programming 
language, develop an óappô or develop a game. You will design, create and test your own 
solutions. 
 
Information Systems Design and Development 
 
This will involve the use of web design, databases and multimedia applications.  You will 
also learn about the hardware and networks required to run these systems. You will 
investigate issues such as security, hacking, viruses, legal issues and moral issues.  
Current and emerging technologies will also be investigated. 
 
Computing Science Project 
 
Part of the course will be a practical assessment, for which there will be a choice.  This 
will test all the practical skills you have covered in the course. 
 
 
How is your work assessed? 
 
For the first two units you will be assessed by your teacher in class. This will involve 
practical work completed throughout the units and also other assessments. 
 
For National 4 there is no external exam but you have to complete the course successfully 
and be successful in your project. 
 
For National 5 you need to successfully complete your assessments for the three units. 
There will also be an external exam marked by SQA. 
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Progression 
 
Those successful at National 4 may progress to National 5. 
 
Those successful at National 5 may progress to Higher. 
 
Careers 
 
There are various careers relating to Computing. These include: Software Development, 
Networks, System Security, Multimedia Systems and Computer Engineer. 

 
Contact 

 
If you would like further information please see Mr Herbert. 
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COMPUTING SCIENCE - HIGHER 
 
Why Higher Computing? 
 
The Higher Computing Science course introduces 
learners to an advanced range of computational 
processes and thinking, and develops in a rigorous 
approach to the design and development process 
across a variety of contemporary contexts.  Learners 
gain an awareness of the importance that computing 
professionals play in meeting the needs of society 
today and for the future, in fields which include science, 
education, business and industry.  
 
Course Outline 
 
The course consists of 2 units: 
 
Software Design and Development 
 
Learners will develop skills in software design and development as well as an 
understanding of the impact of contemporary computing technologies. 
 
Information System Design and Development 
 
Learners will develop skills in information system design and development; and 
understanding the legal, environmental, economic and social implications involved in 
designing and developing an information system. 
 
Assessment 
 
Each unit has nationally produced assessment questions and practical tasks.  A nationally 
produced coursework task contributes 40% to the overall grade.  The external exam at the 
end of the course contributes 60%. 
 
Progression 
 
Candidates who achieve a good grade in Higher may consider progressing to the 
Advanced Higher Computing course. 

 
Careers 
 
There are many different careers in the Computing industry e.g. Software, Networks, 
Systems Security, Interactive Media Design, Multimedia Systems. 

 
Contact   

 
If you would like further information please see Mr Herbert. 
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COMPUTING SCIENCE - ADVANCED HIGHER 

Why Advanced Higher Computing? 

The Advanced Higher Computing Science Course builds on knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills developed by learners in the Higher Computing Science Course.  
Learners gain advanced programming, development and research skills, and an 
understanding of the role and impact of contemporary technologies. 

 

Course Outline 

The course consists of 2 units: 
 
Software Design and Development 
 
Learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of software design and 
development as well as knowledge and understanding of different contemporary 
programming paradigms. 
 
Information System Design and Development  
Learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of information system project 
design, development and management as well as knowledge and understanding of the 
implications of contemporary information system development. 
 
Assessment 
 
The Computing Science project ï worth 40% of the final grade ï adds value by requiring 
challenge and application.  Learners will apply knowledge and skills from the units to 
specify, plan, develop, implement, test and evaluate a digital solution to a significant and 
appropriately challenging computing-based problem. The question paper ï worth 60% of 
the final grade ï introduces breadth to the assessment.  It requires depth of understanding 
and application of knowledge from the units.  
 
Progression and Careers 
 
Progression pathways from this Course are wide, from direct entry to further study in areas 
such as software programming/engineering, databases, robotics, artificial intelligence, e-
commerce, social networking and web design and development, to technical roles in 
networking, security, systems analysis and testing, and a wealth of others.  Critically, many 
business and industry employers value computing skills as vital to their growth and 
sustainability, while a growing number of individuals use computing technologies as a way 
to create entrepreneurial, social and enterprise-building opportunities. 
 
Contact 
 
If you would like further information please see Mr Herbert. 
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ENGLISH ï NATIONAL 3 & 4 
 

National 3 English 

 
The National 3 English course is an internally assessed course, focused on developing a wide 
range of literacy and communication skills.  

 
Course Outline: 

 
Understanding Language 
Learners will develop listening and reading skills through the study of a 
variety of texts chosen from Prose, Poetry, Drama and Media. Learners 
will develop the skills needed to understand, analyse and evaluate 
these texts. 
 
 
Producing Language 
Learners will develop talking and writing skills to help them create and 
produce written and oral work.    
 
 
Literacy 
Learners will develop reading, writing, listening and talking skills in a variety of forms relevant for 
learning, life and work. 
 

Assessment 

 
To achieve the English National 3 course, learners must pass all of the required units. 
 
There is no external assessment for this course. National 3 courses are not graded. 

 
Progression 

 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: 
 
English National 4  
 
If you would like further information, please contact your English teacher. 
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National 4 English 

 
The National 4 English course enables learners to develop their literacy 
skills and to understand, analyse and evaluate texts in the context of 
literature, language and media.  The course also enables learners to create 
and produce texts, and provides opportunities to develop planning and 
research skills, applying language skills as appropriate.  National 4 English 
is an internally assessed course. 

 
 

Course Outline: 

 
Analysis and Evaluation 
Learners will develop listening and reading skills through the study of a variety of texts chosen 
from Prose, Poetry, Drama and Media. Learners will develop the skills needed to understand, 
analyse and evaluate these texts. 
 
Creation and Production  
Learners will develop talking and writing skills to help them create and produce written and oral 
work.    
 
Literacy  
Learners will develop reading, writing, listening and talking skills in a variety of forms relevant for 
learning, life and work.      
 
Added Value Unit  
Learners will apply language skills to plan and research a chosen topic and report their findings in 
either written or oral form. 
 

Assessment 

 
To achieve the English National 4 course, learners must pass all of the required units. 
 
There is no external assessment for this course. National 4 courses are not graded. 

 
Progression 
 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: 
 
English National 5 
 
If you would like further information, please contact your English teacher. 
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ENGLISH ï NATIONAL 5 
 

The National 5 English course enables learners to develop their literacy skills and to understand, 
analyse and evaluate a range of texts, including Scottish 
texts, in the contexts of literature, language and media.  
The course also enables learners to create and produce 
texts and to apply their knowledge and understanding of 
language.  It is an internally and externally assessed 
course, focused on developing a wide range of literacy and 
communication skills.  

 
 
Course Outline: 

 
Analysis and Evaluation    
 
Learners will develop listening and reading skills through the study of a variety of detailed texts 
chosen from Prose, Poetry, Drama and Media. Learners will develop the skills needed to 
understand, analyse and evaluate these texts. At least one Scottish text should be studied. 
 
Creation and Production  
 
Learners will develop talking and writing skills to help them create and produce detailed written 
and oral work.     
   
    

Assessment 

 
To achieve the English National 5 course, learners must pass all of the required units as well as 
the course assessment. 
 
The course assessment will take the form of an exam and a writing portfolio: 
 
Examination  (70% of final mark) 
Section 1 Close reading 30 marks 
Section 2 Critical reading 40 marks (20 marks for each assessment) 
 
Writing portfolio  (30% of final mark) 
Two pieces of writing ï one personal/creative and one discursive -15 marks each. 
 

Progression 
 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: 
 
Higher English 
 
If you would like further information, please contact your English teacher. 
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ENGLISH - HIGHER 
 

Why Higher English? 
 
Being competent in English is the key to success in many 
aspects of your life and work. Skills in English are important in 
many other school subjects as well as college and university 
courses and also in the world of work.  A qualification in English 
is often required for entry to further and higher education.  
 
The Higher English Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop the skills of 
listening, talking, reading and writing in order to understand and use language. Building on 
literacy skills, learners develop understanding of the complexities of language, including 
through the study of a wide range of texts, and develop high levels of analytical thinking 
and understanding of the impact of language. 
 
Course Outline: 
 
Analysis, Understanding and Evaluation 
Learners will develop listening and reading skills through the study of a variety of detailed 
and complex texts chosen from Prose, Poetry, Drama and Media. Learners will develop 
the skills needed to understand, analyse and evaluate these texts. At least one Scottish 
text should be studied. 
 
Creation and Production  
Learners will develop talking and writing skills in a wide range of contexts to help them 
create and produce detailed and complex language in written and oral forms.     
      
Assessment 
 
To achieve the Higher English course, learners must pass all of the required units as well 
as the course assessment. 
 
External Assessment 
 
Component 1 ð question paper ð Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation 
(30 marks)  
 
Component 2 ð question paper ð Critical Reading (40 marks) 
 
Component 3 ð portfolio: writing (30 marks) 
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Progression 
 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: 
  

¶ Advanced Higher English 

¶ HNC/HND/Degree courses  
 
 
Careers 
 
Administrative Assistant     Fundraiser       Personnel Trainee 
Advertising Account Executive     Journalist   Public Relations Specialist 
Campaign Manager   Legislative Assistant Publicity Assistant 
Claims Examiner   Librarian   Research Assistant 
Communications Specialist Lobbyist   Sales Representative  
Copy Writer    Marketing Manager S Special Events Coordinator 
Corporate Trainer   Management Trainee Teacher 

 
 
If you would like further information please contact your English teacher. 
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ADVANCED HIGHER ENGLISH 
 
Why Advanced Higher English? 
 
This course is designed to build on the knowledge and skills that you 
have already gained in Higher English and encourage you to pursue 
particular interests in more specialised areas of study. The course 
develops your ability to think and work independently. It provides a 
sound base for further study of English and is also extremely 
valuable for a wide range of other studies and employment 
situations. 
 

Course Outline 
 

The course consists of two mandatory units: 
 
Analysis and Evaluation:  
Learners will provide evidence of their ability to critically respond to previously studied complex 
and sophisticated texts, and of their ability to carry out an independent study into an aspect or 
aspects of literature. 
 
Creation and Production:  
Learners will provide evidence of their writing skills through the production of writing which 
demonstrates a range of skills necessary for the deployment of language to create effect.  
 

Assessment 
 
To achieve the Advanced Higher English course, learners must pass all of the required units as 
well as the course assessment. 
 
External Assessment:  
 
Component 1 ð Portfolio ï 60 marks 
 
Section 1: dissertation ï at least 2,500 words ï 30 marks 
Section 2: writing ï two pieces of writing for two different purposes ï (30 marks in total; 15 for 
each essay) 
 
Component 2 ð Question paper ï 40 marks 
 
Extended written response on a text studied in class ï 20 marks 
Textual analysis of an unseen poem ï 20 marks 

Progression 

 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: 
  

¶ Degrees in Higher Education 

¶ Further academic study in English or related areas 

¶ Employment or training 
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Careers 

 
The ability to analyse and evaluate complex and sophisticated texts, and apply highly developed 
thinking and communication skills, are important in a number of professions and degree 
programmes.  This course can lead to: 
 

¶ Degree programmes in business, drama, education, English, humanities, journalism, law, 
media and social science. 

¶ Careers in commerce and industry, education, journalism, law, marketing, media, and 
politics. 

 

 
If you would like further information please contact your English teacher. 
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FRENCH ï NATIONAL 4 & 5 
 
National 4 French is divided into three sections: 
 

¶ Using Language (focusing on talking and writing skills) 

¶ Understanding Language (focusing on reading and listening skills) 

¶ Assignment (an investigation on a topic) 
 
There will be one outcome for each language unit and a presentation in French for the 
Assignment. 
 
There will be no external exam at the end of the year. 
 
Pupils are likely to use ñStudio 3 Vertò as a basis for their studies, combined with study of 
at least one film in French and research and discussion of various topics from the following 
contexts: 
 
Citizenship, society, learning, employability and culture 

Pupils will be expected to revise and learn vocabulary regularly, and to produce 

appropriate pieces of work as required. 

 
 
National 5 French is divided into four component units: 

¶ Component 1: listening    

¶ Component 2: reading 

¶ Component 3: writing  

¶ Component 4: talking and listening  

There will be an external assessment at the end of the year to provide grades, but pupils 

will also be required to pass unit assessments in each element in the course of the year. 

The external question papers will consist of: 

Listening (three texts from the contexts of culture, employability, learning and society)  

Reading (three texts, answering comprehension questions in English) 

Writing (produce a written text in response to a stimulus supported by six bullet points) 

Speaking (a presentation followed by a conversation) 
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Pupils are likely to use ñStudio 3 Rougeò as a basis for their studies, combined with study 
of at least one film in French and research and discussion of various topics from the 
following contexts: 
 
Citizenship, society, learning, employability and culture 

Pupils will be expected to revise and learn vocabulary regularly, and to produce 

appropriate pieces of work as required. 
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FRENCH - HIGHER 
 
Why Higher French? 
 
Since the establishment of the Single European Market in 1992, many companies require 
employees who are fluent in one or more European language. Higher French is therefore 
an extremely useful course for a variety of career paths. It is also valuable for your general 
education and personal development. 
 
Course Outline 

 
Learners will follow a course in which four main topics (divided into a variety of themes) are 
studied: Society, Employability, Learning and Culture. 
 
Pupils may also study a book or a film as part of the Culture topic.  Books and films studies 
have included ñLes Miserablesò, ñLes Choristesò and ñJean de Floretteò. 
 
Assessment 
 
There are four Unit assessments: in reading, listening, writing and talking. 

There are two talking tests, one for a unit assessment, and the other for the course 
assessment (consisting of a presentation followed by a discussion) which will probably 
take place in March.   

The end of year course assessment, consisting of exams in listening, reading and two 
writing papers, will take place in May. 
                                   
Progression          

Successful completion of this course may lead to: 

¶ Advanced Higher French ï please discuss with a 
member of the department if you wish to find out 
more about this option. 

¶ university or college courses 

¶ the application of skills and promotion within a 
chosen field or company 

 
Careers 

Employment in Hospitality, Catering, Travel, Tourism, Teaching, Law, Engineering. 

Contact 
 
If you would like further information please discuss with either Mr Fernie or Mrs Hanson. 

http://www.planitplus.net/careerzone/areas/default.aspx?PID=sl&TOPL=12
http://www.planitplus.net/careerzone/areas/default.aspx?PID=sl&TOPL=17


Invergordon Academy is all about: 

Positive Ethos, Obvious Pupil-centred Learning Environment 

 

 

Both N4 and N5 will study 
the same course é the 

difference is in the level of 
detail required in your 

answers 

 

GEOGRAPHY - NATIONAL 4/5 
 
What is covered in the course? 
 
There are 3 main units.  Geographical skills will 
permeate the rest of the course. 
 

1. Physical Environments 
a. Weather, within the context of the United 

Kingdom 
i. What factors affect the weather? 
ii. Air masses 
iii. Depressions and Anticyclones 

 

b. U.K Landscapes (Glaciation & Coasts or 
Limestone and Rivers) 

i. Formation of features 
ii. Land use, conflict and solution 

 

2. Human Environments 
a. Farming landscapes 

i. Changes in Developed countries 
ii. Changes in Developing countries 

 

b. Population 
i. Indicators of development 
ii. Factors affecting distribution 
iii. Factors affecting population growth 
iv. Shanty towns 

 

c. Urban 
i. Land use zones 
ii. Changes in land use zones 

 

3. Global Issues 
a. Environmental Hazards 

i. Earthquakes 
ii. Volcanoes 
iii. Tropical Storms 

 

b. Health 
i. Aids in both EMDCs and ELDCs 

GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS 
 
Fieldwork: 

o Human gathering 
techniques 

o Physical gathering 
techniques 

 
Map skills: 

o Grid references 
o Contour patterns 
o Scale/distance 
o Cross-section 

 
Presentation skills: 

o Annotating photographs 
o Field sketches 

 

Interpreting and presenting 
numerical and graphical 
information: 

o Graphs 
o Tables 
o Statistics 
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ii. Heart Disease in Developed countries 
iii. Malaria in Developing countries 

 
 

How will you be assessed? 
 
National 5  
 
The course assessment has 3 parts: 
 

1. Unit assessments 
You will have an assessment for each unit:  Physical, Human and Global.  These 
assessments are marked on a pass/fail basis.  You must pass all of these 
assessments to get the overall course award.   
 

2. Question Paper 
This is externally assessed and will last 1 ¾ hours.  This makes up 75% of your 

overall grade. 

3. Assignment 
This is externally assessed and will last 1 hour.  This makes up 25% of your overall 
grade. 
 
Your overall grade will be A,B,C, D or Fail. 

 
 
National 4 
 
The course assessment has 2 parts: 
 

1. Unit assessments 
You will have an assessment for each unit:  Physical, Human and Global.  These 

assessments are marked on a pass/fail basis.  You must pass all of these 

assessments to get the overall course award.   

2. Added Value Unit 
This is an assignment which is internally marked.  You will work individually to 

produce a report, following on from fieldwork or research.  This will be marked on a 

pass/fail basis. 

The overall award at National 4 is Pass or Fail.  

  

This is where N4 and N5 
are very different! 

òGeography is the 

subject that holds 

the key to our 

future.ó 

 

Michael Palin 
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GEOGRAPHY - HIGHER 
 
Why study Higher Geography? 
 
If you choose to study Geography, your horizons will be extended as you are challenged to 
look at the world in new ways.  You will gain a deeper understanding of the processes at 
work shaping our world, creating fabulous landscapes and causing devastating natural 
disasters. In the 21st century, there is a growing awareness of the impact of human activity 
upon the physical environment and scarce resources.  By studying Geography, you will 
develop life-long positive attitudes of stewardship, sustainability and global citizenship.    
You will develop skills and knowledge to enable you to contribute effectively to your local 
community and wider society.   
 
Course outline 
The course is divided into three broad sections: 
 
Physical Environments Atmosphere  

¶ Atmospheric and Oceanic energy distribution,  

¶ Intertropical Convergence Zone of West Africa 
Lithosphere  

¶ Erosion and Deposition glaciation landscapes 

¶ Erosion and Deposition coastal landscapes 
Hydrosphere 

¶ Hydrographs 

¶ Hydrological cycle 
Biosphere  

¶ Soils 
   
Human Environments Rural 

¶ Land use conflict and management in EMDC 

¶ Land use conflict and management in ELDC 
Urban  

¶ Urban Change in EMDC and ELDC 

¶ Urban management in EMDC and ELDC 
Population  

¶ Data collection methods  

¶ Population structures and consequences 

¶ Migration 
     
Global Issues Development & Health 

¶ Development Indicators 

¶ Reasons for differences between ELDCS 

¶ Waterborne disease (Malaria) 

¶ Primary Health Care 
Global Climate change 

¶ Causes, Effects, Strategies/Limitations 
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Assessment 
Internal assessment:      

¶ Assessment standards for each unit will be attempted throughout the year ï pass/fail 

¶ Prelim  
 
External assessment ï overall you will receive a grade A-D. 

¶ Question Paper ï 60 marks (66% grade).   

¶ Assignment ï 30 marks (33%  grade) 
 
Progression 
An óAô pass at Higher Geography allows progression onto Advanced Higher. 
 
Careers 
Geography students acquire many highly desirable transferable skills including team work, 
problem solving, and communication.  Research has shown that Geographers are highly 
sought after by employers because of their wide and varied skills base.  Having studied 
Geography, you could go on to an array of careers.  These include a career in tourism, 
architecture, forestry, civil service, engineering, armed forces, education, surveying, 
meteorology, and town planning, foreign affairs, international charities etc. etc. etc.! 
 
Contact 
Speak to Miss Ross if you would like any more information about Geography.  
 

 
Field work is really important in Geography. You can actually see much of what you 
learn about in the classroom happening all around you in our local area! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òGeography is the subject 

that holds the key to our 

future.ó 

 

Michael Palin 




